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REMINDER! 
 
• Dues are due in January each 

year.  You can visit our web 
site and pay online with 
PayPal. 

 
• Have you moved?  Please send 

us your new info. 
 
• Have you changed your email 

address?  If you don’t tell us 
we can’t contact you. 

 
•  An electronic version (Adobe 

pdf) of the FRA Member 
Roster is available at no 
charge.  
Send an email request to 
CommChief@ForceRecon.com 

 

Message from your 
President 

Whether it’s planning the reunion, or fund raising for our charities, or taking 
care of a member’s issue, Dave and Tina are the MVPs of the FRA!   Simply said, Dave 
and Tina have become the heart of our Veterans community.  Then there’s Steve 
Luebbert, aka FRA CommChief.  Steve has served as our CommChief and database 
honcho for 20+ years now!  Steve’s many years of service to the FRA means that we 
can track our members, communicate information, and manage all the data we need 
to run the FRA.   

Next, I need to recognize Sandy Young for her voluntary work keeping our 
financial records in order and producing our financial reports for the membership.  
Sandy has served our community for the past 4 years and does so voluntarily.  You are 
greatly appreciated, Sandy!  Also, thank you to Jessie Kistner Edmondson who came 
on board and manages our social media functions.  Many of our younger members use 
social media as their primary information tools and it has allowed us to increase our 
membership significantly over the last two years.   

Finally, I want to recognize a select group of companies that faithfully support 
our charitable efforts EVERY YEAR through their donations of merchandise for our 
raffles and auctions:  Bergara, Glock, Magpul, Streamlight, and Trijicon.  It is primarily 
through the generosity of these fine organizations that we were able to raise over 
$35,000 this year through our annual auction, and a financial gift directly from 
Streamlight.  We are honored and appreciative of our partnership with these 
organizations and we encourage our members to support these companies. 
 

Congratulations to the 2022 Scholarship Award Recipients 
The FRA Scholarship Committee is pleased to announce the following 

individuals have been awarded FRA Scholarship grants for 2022: 
Recipient – Victoria Alvarado  FRA Sponsor – Andrew Carver 
Recipient – Hallie Brumfield  FRA Sponsor – Jay Navadel 

December 2022 
With the successful conclusion of our 2022 

FRA Reunion in San Antonio, Texas, and this year 
coming to a close, I am mindful of a great group of 
individuals who made this reunion and this year 
possible.  We are fortunate to have many individuals 
who pitch in from time to time and help us operate 
the FRA.  Additionally, there is a much smaller 
community of volunteers that provide their ongoing 
support and without them, we simply cease to 
function.  That list starts with Dave and Tina Jarvis. 

Al Sniadecki 
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Recipient – Joseph Felix   FRA Sponsor – Joseph Felix 
Recipient – David James   FRA Sponsor – Lance Woodburn 
Recipient – Matthew James  FRA Sponsor – Lance Woodburn 
Recipient – Claire Leidy   FRA Sponsor – Robert Leidy 
Recipient – Kaleb Leidy   FRA Sponsor – Robert Leidy 
Recipient – Edward Lynch  FRA Sponsor – Ed Lynch 
Recipient – Ava Newcome  FRA Sponsor – Fred Newcome 
Recipient – Samuel Shin   FRA Sponsor – Samuel Shin 
Recipient – Allison Shupert  FRA Sponsor – Albert Jones 
Recipient – Chloe Adams White  FRA Sponsor – Wesley Johnson 
Recipient – Alexa Woodburn  FRA Sponsor – Lance Woodburn 

We convey our congratulations and very best wishes for your continued academic success! 

FRA Board Elections for 2023-24 Terms 
The following members (in good standing) were elected to the 2023-24 term by the membership attending 

the annual membership meeting in San Antonio: 
SgtMaj Collin Barry 
Cody Carroll 
Major Morgan Jordan 
MGySgt Cory Paskvan 
CWO3 Sam Shin 
Bob Stockham (replacing Major Billy T. Branch) 
Additionally, Brad Dierlam was officially voted in as FRA Treasurer.   
 
I want to convey our sincere appreciation to Major Billy T. Branch (USMC ret.) who retired from the FRA 

Board at our last meeting.  Billy’s member #25 reflects his many years of service and support to the FRA and serves as 
a true example of “Semper Fidelis” to the rest of our community.  Thank you, Sir! 

 
************************************************************* 

 
             On behalf of our entire community, I extend a Very Merry Christmas and a special “welcome home” to 

all our Reconnaissance Marines, MARSOC Marines and Corpsmen returning from deployments overseas.  To our 
Brothers and Sisters still engaged in the fight, we offer our prayers and best wishes for your safe return to your 
families and loved ones.    
 
             Please let us know if you have moved, changed email addresses, got a new telephone number etc.  We try 
very hard to maintain good contact information on all of our members, but if you fail to let us know of a change in 
your HQ, we have no way of finding you!  You can email any new information to info@forcerecon.com or to any of 
the following:  Commchief@forcerecon.com, al@alsniadecki.com or to jarvisda77@gmail.com.  We will see to it that 
your new contact information gets into our database.  Also, you can fill out the “OPERATION DATA CLEANUP” sheet 
included in this newsletter and mail it in.    
 
           Please remember that without your support and participation, there would not be a Force Recon Association.  
Semper Fidelis 
 

                      Al Sniadecki, President 

mailto:info@forcerecon.com
mailto:Commchief@forcerecon.com
mailto:al@alsniadecki.com
mailto:jarvisda77@gmail.com
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A Message from your Executive Director 

Executive Director’s Report and 2022 Reunion Highlights     
 
Good day Marines, Sailors, Families, and Friends.  It was great to see those of you 
who were able to attend this year’s reunion in San Antonio, Texas!  As always, it 
was a memorable gathering filled with lots of amazing camaraderie.  My wife, 
Tina and I, had an outstanding time visiting everyone and it was great to be 
amongst the world’s finest!   
 
The reunion kicked off by gathering in our hospitality suite and sharing stories of 
over six decades!  I think it is so awesome being in a room filled with legends that 
have paved the way of who we are today as a Reconnaissance Community!  In 
good Texas fashion, we all enjoyed a BBQ lunch followed by our membership 
meeting.  Thanks to all of you who serve our organization, it is a team effort, and 
you all are outstanding ambassadors of our community. 

 

 
4th Recon Bn, Joint Base, Fort Sam Houston 

 

Day two consisted of a trip to 4th Recon Bn, aboard Joint Base, Fort Sam Houston.  The Command Staff welcomed us 
and presented a capability brief along with a couple of motivational videos.  Meanwhile, a large group of Marines 
and Sailors were preparing our BBQ lunch!  We broke up into several groups to tour their compound, visiting the 
paraloft, dive locker, armory, and communication shop.  
 
A special shout out to the Marines and Sailors for taking the time to give us the detailed tour of their respective 
spaces.  The remainder of the afternoon consisted of lunch and camaraderie with the troops.  Pictures of the entire 
reunion will be posted on our website by the end of the year.  As we said good-bye, we were whisked away by good 
old USMC bus transportation, bound for the Alamo!  This was my first visit to the historical site.  It was quite the 
treat to tour and what a way to end the day!  
 

Dave Jarvis 
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The Alamo, San Antonio, Texas 

 

Our annual gathering doesn’t take place without the commitment of our Board of Directors and several “behind the 
scenes” key players.  I’d like to personally thank our President, Al Sniadecki for his countless hours, years of hard 
work and commitment that he continues to give our organization.  Also, I’d like to thank our Board Members that 
made it to San Antonio, Paul Barrett, Billy Branch and Brad Dierlam, the reunion was a great success because of their 
support.  I would also like to recognize our financial advisor, John Greenway.  John was able to make it to San 
Antonio to personally brief the Board of Directors on our 2022 investments. 

Our charitable auction was the most successful fundraiser the FRA has had to date!  Together, we raised over 
$35,000!  A huge thanks to those who donated personal items.  With a few extra bucks in the bank, we will be able to 
increase our scholarship contributions and assist our active duty, veterans, and their families, as needed.  I would like 
to recognize our top 10 donors from 2022: 

-Bergara Rifles and Long-Range Shooting Academy: $12,000+ 
-Streamlight, Cash donation and products: $6,000+ 
-Tim Taylor, One week Destin, Florida vacation: $5,200+ 
-Richard and Sharon Shutts, One week Maui vacation: $4,000+ 
-Paul Barrett, Ruger Vaquero, Raider Stiletto and Damascus Bowie Knife: $3,000+ 
-Trijicon Optics: $1,300+ 
-Lou and Kathleen Kern, One week in Bend Oregon: $800+ 
-Leopold Optics and Gear: $700+ 
-Glock Certificate: $500+ 
-Magpul products: $500 
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Our culminating event was the celebration of the 247th Marine Corps Birthday and Memorial Banquet Dinner.  In 
conjunction with 4th Recon Bn, we had approximately 500 Members, Family, Friends, and Active-Duty/Reserve 
Service Members in attendance!  It was truly a wonderful time to come together, share camaraderie and honor our 
Fallen Brothers. 

247th Marine Corps Birthday and Memorial Dinner Banquet 
 

As proposed by the Board of Directors and approved by the membership, our next reunion will be held in Quantico, 
Virginia.  2023 Reunion dates are tentatively set for the 3rd week in September.  Expect to receive your Reunion 
Registration Form, via email, in May of 2023.  Registration will also be available on our FRA Website.   

Don’t forget to spread the word to your family and friends about our current raffle fundraiser for a chance to attend 
the Bergara Academy (Long-Range Shooting Course).  Please feel free to reach out to me at any time, it continues to 
be an honor and a privilege to serve the FRA as we go forward into 2023.  In closing, I'd like to share with you our 
2022 Awards that were announced at the USMC Birthday Dinner: 

4th Recon Bn, Marine of the Year  
Sergeant Steven V. Kurth 
 
4th Recon Bn, Team Leader of the Year  
Sergeant Caleb M. Jarrad 
 
4th Recon Bn, SARC of the Year  
HM2 Daniel M. Glisson 
 
4th Recon Bn, Communicator of the Year  
SSgt Ross M. Koppel 
 
4th Recon Bn, Platoon Sergeant of the Year  
SSgt Jason L. Ingham 
 
Thank you again and may you all have a memorable Christmas and a Happy New Year!   
 
Semper Fidelis, 
MSgt Dave Jarvis, USMC (Ret) 
Executive Director 
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Secretary’s Report 

It is an honor to serve as your FRA Board Secretary.  My primary duties as 
Secretary are to be responsible for the proper recording and preservation of 
Board actions including the taking of minutes at all Board meetings, sending 
out all meeting announcements, distributing copies of all Board documents as 
requested and assuring that all corporate records are properly maintained.  My 
duties and activities are coordinated with the Board President, Executive 
Director, and Board members. 
 
Among the most frequently encountered questions from non-members are 
those related to membership qualification.  The short answer is as follows:  Any 
person who served with any Force Recon Company, Regular or Reserve, Marine 
Division Recon Battalions, Regular or Reserve, Amphibious Recon units 

between 1943 and 1958, and MARSOC, Test Unit One, and Special Mission Units is eligible for membership. A 
membership application form is available on our website at www.forcerecon.com.  FRA membership Dues are $40 
per year or $100 for 3 years. 
 
Our membership continues to grow with 120 new memberships in the last two years and just over 3700 members on 
our rolls as this year ends and another begins.  Our real strength as a philanthropic organization serving the recon 
community comes from within the ranks of our membership and those willing to serve in leadership roles.   
Membership growth and philanthropic fund raising remain as essential priorities to the future of the FRA.  
 
Our organization is somewhat unique in being blessed with a membership where experienced and exceptional 
leadership is an abundant attribute.  This unique element within our organization prompts the following question for 
our members to consider: “Within your own territory, would you consider serving as an unofficial “ambassador” to 
promote membership in the FRA and should the occasion present itself, solicit charitable donations for the FRA’s 
philanthropic work?”  
  
Should there be any inquiry regarding participation in a proactive role within the FRA leadership please contact Al, 
Dave, or Paul.  
 
“Character is all those elements that require a person to focus on others rather than himself; to postpone one’s own 
personal desires — what I want — until the needs of others have been looked after and satisfied.”    
Col. John W. Ripley   FRA# 0612 (In Memoriam) 
 

“Link Forever Those Who Served Together” 

 

Paul Barrett 
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Treasurer’s Financial Report Brad Dierlam 

 

Additionally, the Force Recon Association balance sheet dated September 30, 2022, (also posted on the FRA website) 
reflects the total assets of the organization.  Through September 30, 2022, our net assets are $203,826.51.  Our 
balance sheet is reflective of our checking/savings in the bank, and our investments in JP Morgan and USAA 
investment accounts. 
  
Our main source of operating income is our annual member dues, and our fund-raising activities such as our reunion 
auction and raffles which generate the largest inflow of cash to the organization.  Please be sure to send in your 
membership dues each year.  With the technology on our website, it is quite easy to submit your annual dues on-
line. 
  
To summarize, we are in a good financial position as we move into the Fiscal Year of 2022/2023.  Our investment 
accounts have stayed above the S&P averages, so our losses on the market have been minimal.  Special thanks to 
John Greenway who serves as our investment advisor for shepherding our investments through a tough year! 
Please keep in mind that our Force Recon Foundation, (FRF) is a 501 (C) 3 organization and as such your contributions 
are generally tax deductible.  Please contact your tax advisor or financial specialist to develop a comprehensive plan 
that works best for you on how you can donate to the FRA.  Examples of those donations may be real-estate, trusts 
or other large financial donations. 
  
You should be proud to know that the Force Recon Association and the Force Recon Foundation provide financial 
assistance to educate and support the Marines, Sailors, and families of both present and former members of the 
Reconnaissance Community. 
 
Always Beside You, 
Brad Dierlam, FRA Treasurer 
 

Good day and Semper Fidelis to all.  The Force Recon Association operates our 
annual budget in a fiscal calendar year.  That year runs from October 1 through 
September 30 every calendar year.  As a recap, for the fiscal year of 2021, we 
finished the year on September 30, 2022, with a net loss of $12,357.46. 
  
The details of the -$12,357.46 for Fiscal Year 2021/2022 are contained in the 
Profit and Loss statement that is posted on the FRA website 
(www.forcerecon.com) The Profit and Loss statement reflects our operating 
income, ( i.e., donations, membership dues, and reunion fees) provided to the 
FRA minus our operating expenses (i.e., FRA activities, operating expenses, and 
professional fees). 
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Reports From Active/Reserve Units 

Reconnaissance Training Company 

Reconnaissance Sniper Course 
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Reconnaissance Sniper Course 
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Reconnaissance Sniper Course 
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Reports From Active/Reserve Units 

Reconnaissance Training Company 

Reconnaissance Leader Course 
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Reconnaissance Training Company 

Reconnaissance Leader Course 
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Reports From Active/Reserve Units 

2nd Reconnaissance Battalion 
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Reports From Active/Reserve Units 

3rd Reconnaissance Battalion 
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Reports From Active/Reserve Units 

4th Reconnaissance Battalion 
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    OPERATION DATA CLEANUP: 
Please help us Update your Information!!!!! 

 

We need your help with updating our FRA membership database.   When many of our 
members signed up with the FRA, the information provided was incomplete…especially relative 
to full service dates.  Many of our Vietnam and preVietnam Veterans provided service dates for 
only the time they served in a Recon unit.    We have many members who served more than 
one enlistment and many who retired from the military, but our information is incomplete.  
Please take the time to complete the information below and email back to 
Commchief@forcerecon.com  or mail it back to  
FRA, P.O. BOX 111000, Carrollton, TX 75011. 
 
NAME:   ________________________________________________   
 

FRA MEMBER #:  _____________ 
 
MAILING ADDRESS: ________________________________________________ 
 
TELEPHONE:  ________________________________________________ 
 
EMAIL ADDRESS: (print clearly) ________________________________________________ 
 
PLEASE PROVIDE ALL DATES SERVED IN THE MILITARY AND THE BRANCH OF SERVICE (FOR 
EXAMPLE: USMC: 5/1966-2/1969, OR USMC:1957-59 AND ARMY 1960-1891). IF EXACT DATES 
ARE NOT KNOWN, USE YEARS ONLY. 
 
 
 
 
 
PLEASE PROVIDE UNIT NAMES AND SERVICE DATES FOR ALL MARINE RECON UNITS YOU 
SERVED WITH (FOR EXAMPLE:  5TH FORCE RECON 10/1966-11/67, 3RD FORCE RECON 12/1967 -
1/1969, 3RD RECON BN 2/1969-4/1971). IF EXACT DATES ARE NOT KNOWN, USE YEARS ONLY. 

mailto:Commchief@forcerecon.com
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Cpl Gerard Brentari USMC FRA # 3117       Amphib Recon Co. 1955-57 Died    JAN 2022 

Sgt John K. ‘Pineapple’ Kaulu USMC FRA # 2997 Died 7 MAY 2022 

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

TAPs and Remembrance 

 

 You Will Be Missed and Never Forgotten. 

 

2023 Membership Criteria 
Annual Dues - $40 

Regular Members: 
Regular Members include all officers and enlisted members of the Armed Forces of the United States of America or her 
Allies who are now serving, or who have served, with any Force Reconnaissance Company, Regular or Reserve, Marine 
Division Reconnaissance Battalions, Regular or Reserve, Amphibious Reconnaissance units between 1943 and 1958, Test 
Unit One, and Special Mission Units. Only Regular Members shall have voting rights and serve as officers or on the Board 
of Directors of the Corporation. 

 

Associate Members: 
Associate Members include civilians and veterans of the U.S. Armed Forces and Allies who do not meet the "Regular 
Member" requirements as stipulated above, but who did make a significant contribution to the development of, or 
advancement to, operational procedures or techniques inherent in Force Reconnaissance operations or who made a 
valuable and unique contribution to either operational Force Reconnaissance units or to the Corporation. Associate 
Members do not have voting rights and may not serve as officers or on the Board of Directors of the Corporation. 
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Back Page Info  

About Our Organization… 

The Force Recon Association Inc (FRA) was formally established on 21 September 1989, 
as a non-profit fraternal veterans association, in accordance with provisions of Section 
501(c)19 of the United States Internal Revenue Code.  

Our mission and our motto is “Link Forever Those Who Served Together” 

The FRA strives to maintain and foster fellowship, comradeship and perpetuate the 
ideals and professionalism between and among its members and the members of our 
reconnaissance units, whether Force or Battalion Recon, Regular of Reserve. 

We welcome both individual and corporate donors to contribute to our FRA Scholarship 
Fund and the FRA Assistance Fund.  For more information regarding either of these 
Funds or to make a contribution, please contact the Chairman of the Scholarship and 
Assistance Funds via the Commchief@forcerecon.com  

Founders: Patrick “Pat” J. Ryan (Deceased); Thomas “Tom” L. Gibson (Deceased); and 
Ernie “Gunny” DeFazio (Deceased). 

 

 

Force Recon  
Association  
P.O. Box 111000 
Carrolton, TX 75011 
 
FRA Memorabilia: 
Direct Action Apparel 
https://directactionapparel.com/search?q=FRA 

 
Brother Recon 
https://www.brotherrecon.com/fra-shop 

 
 
 
 
Info to the CommChief  
Stephen Luebbert send to: 
Commchief@Forcerecon.com 
 
 
 
FRA Scholarship  Info: 
See FRA Web Site 
 

 

 
https://www.ForceRecon.com 

 

CUSTOMER NAME 
STREET ADDRESS 
CITY, STATE, 00000  
LABEL HERE 

Board of Directors and Officers: 2022-TBD 

Al Sniadecki 
President 
 
Brad Dierlam 
Treasurer  
 
Collin Barry 
Director 
 
Cory Paskvan 
Director 
 
 

David Jarvis 
Vice President 
 
David Jarvis 
Executive Director  
 
Bob Stockham 
Director 
 
Morgan Jordon 
Director 
 
 

Paul Barrett 
Secretary 
 
Steve Luebbert 
Communications Chief 
  
Cody Carroll 
Director 
 
Sam Shin 
Director 
 


